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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kim (GB 2, 328, 
825). 

Regarding claim 1, Kim discloses an information reproduction apparatus (see fig. 1) 
comprising: 

a reading device which reads image information recorded in an information storage 
medium (see fig. 1 storage (160), fig. 2 playback video (S21), store video (S23), and page 6 lines 
8-page 7 line 2) 

a decoding device (see fig. 1 decoding (130) which decodes the image information read 
by the reading device (see claim 13, page 6 lines 8-11, and page 8 lines 16-23)), 

a storage device which holds the decoded image information decoded by the decoding 
device so that the decoded image information can be read therefrom and written therein 
repeatedly (see page 6 line 20-page 7 line 2 and line 15-25, and claim 1); 

an output controlling device which sequentially reads out and outputs the decoded image 
information in order of precedence at the time of writing the decoded image information while 
writing the decoded image information in a predetermined region of the storage device (see 
claim 1 b, claim 3, page 6 line 20-page 7 line 2 and lines 15-page 8 line 1); 
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a designating device which designates a repetitive reproduction start position indicating a 
start position of repetitive reproduction (see page 9 line 26-page 1 1 line 3); 

a repetitive reproduction controlling device which controls a repetitive reproduction 
processing (see page 8 line 24-page 9 line 17); 

a repetitive start instructing device which controls the repetitive reproduction controlling 
device to begin to perform the repetitive reproduction processing (see claim 1 and 2); and 

a repetition reproduction range setting device which sets a repetition reproduction range 
that would include the decoded image information to be reproduced at one repetition 
reproduction and instructs the output controlling device to maintain the decoded image 
information in the repetition reproduction range, when the repetitive reproduction start position 
is designated by the designating device (see page 1 1 line 4-14, and claim 1 and 4), 

wherein the repetitive reproduction controlling device instructs the output controlling 
device to output the decoded image information in the repetition reproduction range and to 
acquire the decoded image information subsequent to the repetition reproduction range, when the 
repetitive reproduction controlling device is instructed to begin to perform the repetitive 
reproduction processing by the repetitive reproduction start instructing device (see page 7 lines 
3-14, page 8 line 24-page 9 line 5, page 12 lines 2-10 and claim 1 (g)). 

Regarding claim 2, Kim discloses the repetition reproduction range setting device sets a 
range from a target position on the storage device, from which the decoded image information is 
read at the time when the start position is designated, as the repetition reproduction range, and 
instructs the output controlling device to use an area except the repetition reproduction range for 
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reading and writing area of the decoded image information, when the repetitive reproduction 
start position is designated (see claims 4-7), and 

the repetitive reproduction controlling device instructs the output controlling device to 
begin to read out the decoded image information from the target position on the storage device to 
an end of the repetition reproduction range when the repetitive reproduction controlling device is 
instructed to begin to perform the repetitive reproduction, and instructs the reading device to read 
the decoded image information, the decoding device to decode the read image 

information, and the output controlling device to write the decoded image information in 
the area except the repetition reproduction range, when the output controlling device is instructed 
to acquire the decoded image information subsequent to the repetition reproduction range (see 
page 9 line 26-page 12 line 10). 

Regarding claim 3, Kim discloses repetitive reproduction range setting device sets the 
size of the repetition reproduction range so that both reading information corresponding to the 
decoded image information subsequent to the repetition reproduction range in the reading device 
and decoding the read image information in the decoding device can be completed while the 
decoded image information in the repetition reproduction range is outputted (see page 1 1 lines 4- 
24 and claim 10). 

Regarding claim 4, Kim discloses the image information recorded on the information 
storage medium is video compression information that includes first image information for intra- 
frame encoding and second image information for performing forward and backward prediction 
(see fig. 3A and 3B and page 1 1 line 15-page 12 linel and claim 14); and 
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the repetition reproduction range setting device instructs the output controlling device to 
maintain both the decoded image information that corresponds to one processing unit of the 
video compression information and the decoded image information that corresponds to the 
second image information immediately before the first image information that is first appeared in 
a processing unit subsequent to the one processing unit, as decoded image information in the 
repetition reproduction range (see page 1 1 line 15-page 12 line 16). 

Method claims 5-8 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claims 1-4 above. 

Regarding claim 9, Kim discloses the video compression information is information in 
accordance with an MPEG-2 (Moving Picture Expert Group 2) system (see page 6 lines 8-14). 

Regarding claim 10, Kim discloses the image information is image compression 
information (see page 6 lines 8-14). 

Claims 1 1 and 15 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 4 above. 

Claims 12-13, and 16 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 9 above. 

Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 10 above. 

Claims 17-18 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claim 1 above. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JAMES J. GROODY can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Helen Shibru 
January 31, 2006 




